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INTRODUCING CONCENTUS TEACHER RESOURCES:

@ Actualizing K-12 Curricula with
Justice-Oriented Pedagogy

The opening sections of curricular documents often feature powerful frameworks like the one pictured
here (from Saskatchewan Curricula):

In this framework, subject-specific
curricula (outer circle) are not isolated
from one another, nor are they ends unto
themselves. Instead, each exists as a
holding environment in which students
use the skills defined by the cross-
curricular competencies (middle circle)
to simultaneously: a. achieve proficiency
in subject-grade-specific outcomes, and
b. take their next developmental steps

in their capacities as learners, uniquely
positioned cultural beings, and justice-
oriented citizens (inner circle). This visual
communicates to teachers and administrators in Saskatchewan that while (many) subject-specific curricu-
lar outcomes may be disciplinary, teachers of all subjects practice the same cross-curricular pedagogies
to support students’ attainment of shared developmental goals for students.

Surrounding these frameworks, one will find sections of curriculum documents which identify 21st cen-
tury demands and competencies teachers and leaders are expected to attend to and integrate into the
teaching and learning they engage in with their students, including:

student well-being critical thinking planning for English
and mental health & critical literacy Language Learners

high quality, diverse learning resources

human rights, equity, and inclusive education
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In one way or another, all curricula connect classroom learning and subject-specific
outcomes to citizenship.

Here is an example from the Ontario Curriculum:

CITIZENSHIP EDUCATION FRAMEWORK

« Voice informed
opinions on matters
relevant to their community

- Develop an understanding
of the importance of rules

I « Adopt leadership roles in their
“Develop an understanding communty;
of how political, economic, and social

+ Participate in their community
institutions affect their lives

«Investigate controversial issues
“Develop an understanding
of power dynamics.

o « Demonstrate collaborative,
» democracy  and voting innovative problem solving
termination « . infl
“Develop an Aelidg luence
understanding of rulesand law+ . conflict resolution - Build positive
the dynamic and insttitionsi; and peace building relationships with
complex relationships powerand authority + . reconciliation - recoprocity ~ diverse individuals

within and between SRCIYESIStEmS

+advocacy - stewardship and groups
systems

+leadership » volunteering

inclusiveness « equty +  dentify and develoy
b cauty iy 2

empathy and respect +  nterconnectedness « their sense/of
'e':'ed to Ple'_“h"a' rights and responsibilities +  peliofs and valucs - connectedness to
and societal ights  freedom « social cohesion » | self.efficacy « culture - local, national,
and responsibilities . S Selrellicacy,-icuiure: it

faimess andjustice »  perapective - community  and global communities
truth citizenship »  relationships

-Demonstrate self- collaboration and

respect, as well as cooperation - Develop a sense of

respect and empathy their civic self-image

for others

“Develop attitudes that
foster civic engagement

+ Consider and respect
others’ perspectives

“Workin a collaborative s e

and critically thoughtful manner i
of developments,

events, issues

In addition, teachers and administrators are asked to interpret, enact, and, to varying degrees,

actualize provincial curricula within ministry, division, and school commitments to the theories
and practices pictured here:
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oppressive

culturally
responsive &

sustaining STUDENT
EXPERIENCE

THE QUESTION:

How can teachers do all of this at once, and do it well?

THE ANSWER:

The Power 5 Justice-Oriented Educator’s Toolkit —
a ready-to-use system of tools built to match the front-end of the curriculum.
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