
The opening sections of curricular documents often feature powerful frameworks like the one pictured 
here (from Saskatchewan Curricula):

In this framework, subject-specific 
curricula (outer circle) are not isolated 
from one another, nor are they ends unto 
themselves. Instead, each exists as a 
holding environment in which students 
use the skills defined by the cross-
curricular competencies (middle circle) 
to simultaneously: a. achieve proficiency 
in subject-grade-specific outcomes, and 
b. take their next developmental steps 
in their capacities as learners, uniquely 
positioned cultural beings, and justice-
oriented citizens (inner circle). This visual 
communicates to teachers and administrators in Saskatchewan that while (many) subject-specific curricu-
lar outcomes may be disciplinary, teachers of all subjects practice the same cross-curricular pedagogies 
to support students’ attainment of shared developmental goals for students.
Surrounding these frameworks, one will find sections of curriculum documents which identify 21st cen-
tury demands and competencies teachers and leaders are expected to attend to and integrate into the 
teaching and learning they engage in with their students, including:
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In one way or another, all curricula connect classroom learning and subject-specific 
outcomes to citizenship. 
Here is an example from the Ontario Curriculum:

CITIZENSHIP EDUCATION FRAMEWORK

In addition, teachers and administrators are asked to interpret, enact, and, to varying degrees, 
actualize provincial curricula within ministry, division, and school commitments to the theories 
and practices pictured here:
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THE QUESTION:
How can teachers do all of this at once, and do it well?

THE ANSWER:
The Power 5 Justice-Oriented Educator’s Toolkit – 

a ready-to-use system of tools built to match the front-end of the curriculum.


